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Understanding ideas  w

il Look at the title of the passage
and the pictures. Tick what you
think the passage is about.

(% cooking O

wordsD \)
(% plants O \

( fruit 0

[A Read the passage and check
your answer to Activity 1.
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ave you ever asked yourself why \ul;lu‘n'ﬂl\‘.\ often have

until one d:

[ ML trouble learning En,

2 I’ ] e ) ] > . 1 .
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.. = = TR Tl 23 < - 9
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[ g < i - 1 15 N . k -
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l‘i‘ paint a p nring, but we H-":UE/I: a ﬂuinl(mw ‘-f\\mm| W
are (r :l“/i‘lhunnm WE S 4 n[nx;m We are in 'x]ara " Or the (1, bur
2 1 X 71! | i, ak = .
on the train or bus! While we’rc I(LLr.\thnh‘t_ this tr: "Lll‘w‘rmeug_.‘

Wce G casick at sca, airsick in the ai ::nmﬂ cf:h:;\el‘iiii

1 a car. bur we rf{u!q T et :ii_o:u'rm!i':.l‘ ' \'J‘h:!h; We

[ B And spealan K | by s erare homework and
home. And speaking of home, why aren't homework and
- e AP b e 1t 8 foibn sty

‘nﬁ(J)uf:ﬁ‘\'J.(D‘)ﬂ'\‘. 1IJI1]\“ same m':wrln[!‘. )

Tl o . e AT % . 3 1.9
If “hard” is the opposite of “soft”, why are “hardly”
tly” not an opposing pair? 1f harmless actions are
thar SR AT | e . ) 1 )
e u¢gup1ul:uu_. Of t_w:vmuunud acrions, w nl=_,’_r argc

shameless and shameful bel

gk R
LNe samer
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s n | \ I T 1 A XaTeal Yo 1 1
nén we ‘ln,l_e;ik\ DUt the ﬂ,wnwuio\kl dand SEC rain or snow, we

o (4% ) SENEE Y TN | . -~ e : )
O IS SNOWINg 15Y WE ¢ )uum;inl:[n;;.‘ wecant

bt~ ”
‘:gului‘:{uiluhlnlg

AT whi
d ‘r-t‘mv;‘:v, 1n wi

! Ty - SO b ks e . e .
da NO ,“.M'.«'-"'ﬂl;. n u.‘.j%wu.!i: you wi.x;':h“ 1n a rorm by

d'}'hl?\;,' | ard once

1 . qhk
and 1t the
[N . . v . S
- \“u:ln' 1S ".‘"f‘lu'ﬂ." "«,"“ﬂ:(.:inl The stars arc OLL, sl{il

ANd that

o m;i:b!ﬂf—#’ 7l out, h visible,

Choose the author's purpose in writing the passage.
1 To tell us that English is very difficult to learn.
2 To give advice on how to learn English.
3 To show that English is interesting and creative.
4 To explain how English was created.
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] Complete the notes with words from the passage.

In order to support his idea, the author uses many examples

that show the ' madness of English.
no egg in eggplant | sculpt a sculpture seasick = sick at sea | “Hard" is the opposite
nohamin?____ paint a(n) * s - sick in the air| of “soft”.
neither pine nor apple | BUT take a photo £ = sick in a car | “Hardly” and “softly”
in? n ‘\’@ BUT’ # sick at | are nota(n)® pair.

home S«é/\%

“Harmless" is the burn up = burn down | Stars are out. = They | | wind up my watch.
opposite of “harmful”. | fill in a form — are visible. - |t starts.
Shameful and ¥ a form Lights are out. = They| | wind up the passage.
shameless ° are @ are " . -t " RN
the same. ® @

The reason is that English was invented by people,
andit® the creativity of the human race.

@ Read the following information and answer the questions.

The word “ pineapple” developed from the Spanish word “pifa”, which means pine
cone. When it came to England, “apple” was added to show it is a kind of fruit.

The origin of “hamburger” was a hard beef steak called “Hamburg steak”, eaten
without bread. Later, people reinvented it and called it “hamburger”.

Eggplants used to be smaller and yellow or white. They looked a bit like eggs, which
led to the name “eggplant”.

1 How did pineapples, hamburgers and 1 Do you agree with the [Ihink@Shch

eggplants get their names? author’s opinion about the English
2 Does the information above give you a language? Give your reasons.

better understanding of the passage? 2 What do you find most challenging

Give your reasons. about learning English? How do

you deal with this?
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BobRA | SNBSS R | WA | At one with nature

VR IR Wil RS (M8 B—M) JEE Unit 6 Understanding ideas

RN RAIEM A, LR A FETHE

\Understanding ideas | v

il Look at the pictures and talk about 1 magine mountains wrapped in
what you know about the Zhuang and I silver water, shining in the spring
Yao ethnic groups. sun. Summer sees the mountains turn
bright green with growing rice. During
autumn, these same mountains are
gold, and in winter they are covered
in sheets of white frost. These are the

colours of the Longji Rice Terraces.

2 These terraces were built by the local
Zhuang and Yao people, to whom
Guangxi is home. Starting in the Yuan
Dynasty, work on the terraces took
hundreds of years, until its completion
in the early Qing Dynasty. Reaching as

[ Read the passage and find out what
problems the local people solved by
working with nature.
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far as the eye can see, these terraces cover tall mountains,
often from the bottom to the very top.

So why did these people go to so much trouble to turn
the entire mountains into terraces? Firstly, there +4
are few large, flat arcas of land in the region. o ‘ 'S
Building the terraces therefore meant that
they could increase the areas in which

they could grow rice. Secondly, | § = W -
although the region has plenty ~ l‘*

of rain, the mountains are b

steep and the soil is shallow. S N .
The flat terraces catch the . &} =L , F
rainwater and prevent R - SRR

the soil from being | :
washed away. | <




4 But perhaps what is most significant is the way in which pcople have

worked in harmony with nature to make these terraces and grow rice.
The terraces are cleverly designed, with hundreds of waterways that
connect with each other. During the rainy scason, it is along these
waterways that rainwater moves down the mountains and into the
terraces. The sun heats the water and turns it into vapour. This forms
clouds from which rain falls down onto the mountain terraces once again.
These terraces also provide a perfect environment for birds and fish, some

of which feed on insects that can harm the rice crops.

5 Although modern technology could help produce more crops, these
terraces still mean a lot to the local people for whom traditions hold
much value. This knowledge is passed down through families, which
means that new generations continue to use ancient methods of agriculture
to maintain the terraces. Today, the Longji Rice Terraces attract thousands
of visitors who come to admire this great wonder created by people and

nature working togcther.

[l Choose the author’s purpose in writing the passage.
1 To praise the wisdom of the ethnic groups living in Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region.
2 To explain how people worked in harmony with nature to create the
Longji Rice Terraces.
3 To describe the beauty of the Longji Rice Terraces and to attract visitors

to this scenic spot.




I Read the summary of the passage and correct four factual mistakes.

The Longji Rice Terraces were built by the local Zhuang ethnic group
alone. Though there are many large, flat areas in the region, they

built terraces on the mountains to have more areas to grow rice. The
terraces are cleverly designed, and can wash away the shallow soil.
There are hundreds of waterways, along which rainwater moves down
the mountains and into the terraces. Today, local people use modern
methods to maintain the terraces, and they attract lots of visitors from
all over the country.

& Work in pairs. Read the passage again and find out the working
principle of the Longji Rice Terraces. Then use the picture to retell it
in your own words.

1 Why do the local people still keep their traditional way
of growing rice?

2 In what other ways do people live in harmony with nature? Give

examples.




